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ClearOne's RAY G600 and RAV 900
{pronounced “rave”) arg meeting room
confarencing systems designed to pro-
vide a higher-guality alternative to audio-
conferencing systems or standard con-
ferenca phones. It features Gantnar
Distributed Echo Cancellation, noise can-
cellation, microphone gating, and a drag-
and-drop graphical user interface for
easy system setup, control, and manage-
ment. In addition to supert audic guality,
it can also connect to popular rich-media
devices such as videa and web confer-
encing systems, The BAY comes com-
plete with an audio mixer, microphone
“pods,” an intuitive software interface,
RS-232 serial port, VISCA Camera Port,
a remote control device. and get this —
premium Bose loudspeakers,

In fact, the President of TMC, Rich
Tehrani camea into the labs area and
remarked, “Since when does TMC Labs
get its hands on and test Bose speak-
ers?" We too were a bit surprised when
we openad the ClearOne box to find
high-end wall-mountable Bosa speakers.
Our first though was that wall-mount-
able Bose speakers were “overkill” for
audicconfarencing — but how wrang
wa veare, Wa'll explain in just a bit,

Installation

We tested the BAY 900, which
comes with three microphona pods
{the RAY GO0 comes with twa). Both
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models include Ethernet control for

remote management and configuration
capabilities, as well as built-in Web
interface for management, Hooking up
the RAVE00 unit was & no-brainer. We
always attempt to hook things up with-
out referring to the manual as an acid

st of how easy something is to install.

We were able 1o successfully set up the
unit without looking at the manual once
thus nelping the RAY 1o earn a perfect
5 installation rating.

We liked the fact that the unit uses
standard RT45 cablas to connect the
microphong pods to the main BAY unit.
Mo proprietary wiring to worry about
— you can simply use your existing
RJ45 cabling and RJ45 jacks already
installed in most conference rooms to
connect to one or morg microphone
pods, Each microphone pod has two
RJd5 ports (In and Qut) allowing vou
to daisy-chain multiple microphone
pods that terminale Lo a single RJ45
wall jack_ If you connect the wires in

RATINGS (0-5
Installation: 5
Documentation: 5
Features: 5

GLUII: 4.75
Overall: A

FTTrrarever g

| INTERNET
TELEPHONY.

1TORS CHoy
O AWARD °f
2005

the wrong direction a red light turns
on; likewise a green light appears if you
connect the wires correctly. These
microphone pods can be positioned in
difterant areas of the meeting room for
maximal acoustic pickup. For our tests
we connected three pods positioned in
various locations in the labs. Than you
go to your nebwarking closet and sim-
ply disconnect the meeting room's
RJ45 cable from the patch panel cur-
rently connecting to a netwark switch
or hub and connect it to the RAY con-
ferencing unit, We should point oul that
the unit allows single input connaction
to GO, DVD players, YCRs, etc., for
playback over the system's speakers.
Mext, we connected the various other
components of the RAY unit including a
wireless antenna, RJ11 telephong wire,
talephone handset, power cord, and of
course we spliced some speaker wire
to connect to the Bose speakers, Side
note: Call us audiophile geeks. but any
time you gel paid to splice speaker
wires at work is definitaly a good day!

Operational Testing

For our initial tests we decided to use
a Teltone Analog Simulator o provide
dial tone to the RAY. We connected a
40-foot long BJ11 phone wire to & sec-
ond telephone handset so we could
maove this telephane far enough away
fram the Bose speakers and microphone
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